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en e great white Tbr ind, and bim that ſat on it la 
; Þ ; whoſe face the Earth and the Heaven. fled away , and 
there was. fe ound no place for them, . IT... 


42 I ſaw the Dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God, 


4 


be Boot of Life; and the Dead were judęid out of thoſe 


E 2 which were written in the Books, rang, to 7 
Nor, v. 12 


5 and Hell delivered up the dend mhich were in thets: and they 
; bs ie Toy man according to their Works, v. ED 41 
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viſible! ! who madeſt the Heavens, the Earth, the 


8 this Solemn Time in which thou wilt judge the 

Ma in Rightoufneſs by that Man whom thou haſt erdain?d 7 
M hat numerous throngs of Spirits do we here ſee by the Eye 
5 of Revelation? Ten thouſand times ten thouſand Souls of the 


fe thy dreadful Tribunal? 


"BN = Redeemer. of Mankind, who art Ordained by the 
> - -Yaarto be this Judg e both of Quick and Dead How do ns 


by the ſame Eje of Faith, the ſelfconſcious, ſhivering 
Mortals, each endeavouring to hide themſelves under t 


9 ave. been more arſying than + of Mountains 3 * 
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the Books were open d: and another Book was open d which js 2 


d the Sea gave up the Deid Whith n were in its nd Death 


H O u great Creator of all things Viſible bY Is | 


Ses and all that in them is! and haſt. appointed 


ai righteous and the wicked, and thouſands of thouſands, each 


J paring to re- aſſume, or ſtand in, his proper Body, be⸗ 
| 75D Bleſſed 76, the Adorable Son of God, and Gr ci 
| 


| Fooks, or beneath . the Hills, from thy moſt aweful Ap- 
earance ? As if alaſs! thoſe lurking: places, either of 
hem could ſhelter the Wretches, whoſe Faces and Hearts 


or © 


* Sadie. ˖ gh. 
| | .- Moſt Divine Spirit, . proceeding from the Father and the 
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Son, whoſe Office it is to ſanctiſy the Hearts of the Re- 
deemed, aſſiſt me then with ſome preſent Cogitations, 

which may powerfully: impreſs what manner of Perſons we 

. ought every one of us to be in all Holy Converſation and Gods 
lineſs, who pretend to lok for that Bleſſed Hope which is 
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F.: | reſerved for all thoſe that await the ſecond Coming of 

I that Glorious Majeſty, who ſhall Summon all the Parts 
of the Creation, the ſeveral Repoſitories of Nature, the 
Sea, the Earth, the Fire, the Air, to give up their dues 


at this final Reſtitution : Thoſe that the Waters have 
ſwallowed up Quick; or thoſe that have late gone down to 
the Pit; Thoſe that have been long ſince honourably re- 
| duced to aſbes in the Cauſe of their Redeemer ; or thoſe 


* 


5s. | that ſhall be found alive, ant caught up before the Lord n 
© | the Claudi, that they may be judged every man according 
to his More. IS. 1 


: And 1 ſaw, ſaith the Extatick Author of this Divine 
Book, a great white throne, &c. v. 11, 12. / 


And the Sea gave up the dead which were in it : —— 
aud they were judged every man, according to their 
frre è m PEns e 
From which clear Account of the General Reſurrection 
repreſented to us by way of Proſpect in a Prophetick Viſi- 
on (as the moſt proper and indubitable method of fixing 
futurities in the Minds of Men) deſcribing the very par- 
ticular Modes and Circumſtances of it, what ſuit able Medi- 
tations ſhall I now offer to the ſorrowful Thoughts of my 
dejected Brethren? who are all equally concerned in the 
Mournful Accents of this Time, as well as the ſolemn 
Tranſaction of that Judicial Proceſs, when the Books ſball 
be open d, the Books of the Law and the Goſpel; and another 
| Book ſhall.be open d, That of Omniſcence, and every Man's 
Conſcience, either accuſing, or elſe excuſing Him for the 
Works He bath done in the Sea- Service, whether Good or 
Bad: When He who was obey'd by Navies, as well as He 
chat daily lab6ur'd at the Oar, ſhall without any Colour af 
diſcriminating Titles (the Tribute of Flattery or State 
: | ere below) ſtand neked before Him, who will be n other- 
ts |} Wiſeareſpettor-of Perſons, that as they have fought the.gaog 
eu, and finiſh'd their Courſe, in keeping the Faith. 
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Shall I firſt ſet my ſelf to prove to a Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion, as I would preſume this to be entirely, the Certainty 
of a Future judgment, from the moſt Sacred Records? or, 
Shall 1 ſuppoſe ſome of the Scoffers at Revelation, the 
Men who are for turning Religion upſide down, are come hi- 
ther alſo, as indeed this Age is but too fruitful of ſuch; 
and 1 wiſh I could not fay that very Profeſſion abounding 
with them, which might make a moſt uſeful Improvement 
of the Mercies of the Lord, and the wonders which are ſeen 
in the deep - Shall I ſhew theſe Pretenders to it, the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of a future Account: or demonſtrate the Poſ- 
fibility of raiſing up Dead Bodies, which they ſay ſticks 
moſt with them, as this Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
Was heretofore to the Fews a ſtumbling block, and to the 
_ Greeks fooliſhneſs. BEL SY 5 
Shall L rather, as both Text and Context direct me, deſ- 
eribe to you graphically for your Edification the particular 5; 
' Proceedings of that General Aſſixe, from the lively Oracles + 
of God's Word? The Signs by which it ſhall be uſher'd | 
in, the Proceſſion: of the Judge to the Great Tribunal, the t 
Order and Method of the Citation andi Appearance of all: 
Fleſh before that Righteous Court, with the moſt juſt Sen- / 
tence there to be awarded upon the Guiltleſs and the |} t 
Criminals ? As this Method of Repreſentation hath been || Z 
uſed by the Holy Spirit, as the moſt expreſſive way of com- 
municating Events future and myſterious, becauſe tis not . 
only eaſy and perſpicuous, but in its proper place the e 
moſt awakening and terrifying ; Shall I now, by a Pro- P 
Jeptical Adumbration thereof, excite your Apprehenſions P 
(which muſt be ſuppoſed ſuſceptible of ſuch Truths at this c 
A 
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rere, 
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ſeaſonable Opportunity) to ſuch devout Remembrances a 
of, and Holy Reſolutions from, the Contemplation of a 
Judgment to come, as may enable you to withſtand the 
Charge againſt yon in that terrible day of the Lord, and 
having done all, to ſtand? Or 2 . 
Laſtly, Will it be expected from me upon this Occaſi- t 
on, That I diſplay for your Imitation the Heroic Vertues J. 
of His Deceaſed Royal Highneſs, the late Delight of the | 
Breath of our Noſtrils: to whoſe Pious Memory the Obſe- |j 
quies raiſed not only by Us his Dependants, but every |}. 
where by the Britiſh Subject, are a decent and juſt Recog- | | 
nition of his Glories, as He alwayy loved, and may | 
tt e | "Station 
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Tt.)ꝛe Sea Aſſize. 8 "TM 
Station very beneficial to our Nation in General; As He 
has left a Shining Example to every individual amongſt us; 
As many ſweet Actions of his Life now fragrantly bloſſom 
in the Duſt, and right dear in the ſight of the Lord is the 


Death of His Saints; But 


I. Why ſhould I prove to a Chriſtian Congregation the 


certainty cf a Future Judgment; The ſolemn Account of 


which in its manner and Form is ſo amply revealed in the 
Sacred Records, as if they purpoſely fenced againft the 
boldeſt Cavils of the moſt Sceptical, or the niceſt Doubts 
ef the moſt ſcrupulous Perſon: We are there told with all 
plainneſs and aſſurance, that there ſhall be a Day of Juas-- 
ment for Jem and Gentile, as well as righteous and wicked 
Chriſtians: That *twill not be long before the General 
Summons be made; that when that Hour ſhall happen, all 
who ere in the Graves ſhall come forth; that thoſe likewiſe 
who ſhall be then alive upon the Earth, will meet the Lord 
in the Air, and ſtand before Chriſt Jeſus the Judge of Quick 
and Dead; that this Judge, the Man Chriſt Feſus, ſhall be 
revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels in flaming Firsy 
that he ſhall come attended alſo with 10000 of his Saints 
to Judge the ſecrets of Men; that they ſhall be jadę'd every 
Man, as in my Text, according to their works; and that as 
the Sentence is awarded, ſome ſhall go into everlaſting 
Life or Bliſs, and others into ſhame and everlaſting Contempt; 
Allowing then, as ye are all Proſelytes of Jeſus and 


1 the Reſurrection, that the Judgment-day is thus aſcertain- 
ed out of the moſt ſure word of Prophecy; That ?tis no 
Engine of Prieſt-Craft to cramp and enſlave the active 
Free-born World, but a Truth as unqueſtionable as vera- 
7 city it ſelf can make it. No Pannic Fear, otherwiſe than 
as the aaticipativn thereof in your Hearts by the Word 
now Preach'd, or the Exemplification thereof in Fact 
© Henceforth ſhall certainly put ye into ſuch an one: 


II. I ſhallnot in the Second Place wear away unprofitably 


vour irredeemable Time in evincing without neceſlity, 
the reaſonableneſs of this Judgment to come, or the Poſſibi- 
| tity of raiſing up dead Bodies. . 5 


For tho? there are Sadducees too too many in theſe laſt 


Das walking after their own Luſts, who ſay there is no Re- 


ſurreftion, nor Angel, nor Spirit; tho? there are not a few 


fuch 1-fidets gone out into the World, from the Profeſſion 


A3 1 


mn eee, 


we here boaſt of, who yet might not have been faithleſi 


but believing, had they ſtill attended to the Spirit of Go 
moving upon the face of the Waters, Yet ſince theſe Men 
are not of us; ſince we are perſwaded better things of all here 


preſent, tho? we thus ſpeak, I ſhall not inſiſt largely upon 


any one Argument that may be urg'd on theſe Topicks; but 


barely run over with a tranſient Eye, ſome ſuch Hints 
which may be uſed for the Confirmation of the Doctrines 
mentioned, as ſhall beſpeak the Aſſent of all except thoſe 


who are ſtupid or unreaſonable, who had rather make 
 Shipwrack of their Faith, than be ready to give a Reaſon of the 


Hape that is in them, even whilſt their own Reaſon ſhall 
bear Teſtimony to the Concluſion implyed, That the Faſhion 


ef thuWorldpaſſeth away,therefore al things muſt become New, 
For Inſtance, 1. Where you and I, my Chriſtian Bro- 
ther, in our cloſer Cogitations upon another Life, in 


our reſearches after the credibility of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in a Future State, to reflect only 8 _ — 

1. On the Nature of Humane Souls abſtractedly con- 
ſider' d; That they ſhew their High- born Original by the 


Capacities they are bleſs'd with beyond the reach of Mat- 


rer and Motion: That in ſeveral Inſtances they prove them- 


ſelves Judependent of Fleſh and Blood; and that they can 
, exiſt without them as well after the Body's Diſſolution, as 


they did before its Union; Whoever does weigh this 


Thought maturely in its ſeveral Branches, he would 


ſtraightway bid adieu to the mocking Society, diſpute nei- 


ther Immateriality nor Immortality of Man's better Part, 
but by a conſenting ſilence acknowledge, as ſome of the 
Sceptical Claſs heretofore did, that God is not the God of 
the dead only, but of the living, for all Souls live to Him; Nay, | 
2. Should we amuſe our ſelves with this Speculation ; | 
That even Dead Men ſhall live at the latter Day; That | 


yours and my Dead Body ſhall ariſe ? Now is this Notion, 


I pray, fuch a monſtrous Bugbear to Senſe and Reaſon, 


which has nothing in it but what Omnipotence can readily 


anſwer for? If the Reſurrection of the Body be no greater a | 


Miracle than the firſt Formation. of it, as the": Ancients 


thought and Reaſon ſuggeſts. If its continued Augmenta- 
tion and daily Increaſe be as hardly accounted for, whilſt 


Man repairs this Machine with Luxurious Proviſion from 
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dhe ſeveral quarters of the World, as the mon | 
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Athes will be from the four Winds.by the Holy 


: 


Angels at 
the laſt Trump? If nothing mort of a Contradiction can 
oppoſe that Infinite Power who holds the Globe in the 
hollow of his Hand, and can ſhake the Duſt of it into what 


- * The Ses Affe. 


Figure He thinks fit? What hinders but that we at this day 


appeal to the. Iucredulous Age, as St. Paul did to Agrippa, 
and with no les Aſſurancè to, Why ſhould it be thought 4 
thing impoſſible. that the dead ſhonld thus be raiſed ? But, 
3. Confider we the Soul and Body in their ſtricteſt Uni- 
on. Good God! What Paſſions, what Appetites, what 
Inſtints do we meet with, all arguing the Ynperfection of 
this State, each hankering after a more perfect Conſummation 


in another? Can we any of us contemplate the inſatiable 


nate to his Condition? 


from enlighe ning one Rowe or oe Honſe; whillt — 


Thirſt of the Soul after Knowledge and Satisfaction in this 
World, and ſee how little it has been ſlaked by the greateſt 
Humane Attainments either of ancient or later Days? Can 


we thin how abortive the Divine Life has been even in the 


beſt of Times; That the Inchoation of Vertue or Grace has in 


ſome meaſure been viſible indeed on this ſide the Grave, 


whence the Completion thereof mult be expected on other, 


or not at all? Can we behold but the Miſeries of this State, 


which are as much Appendages of Men's Birth, and which 
Men as eagerly avoid, as the Sparks fly upmards? or Laſtly, 
Can we obſerve the Deſire of Memory after Death, which 
the Noble and Iguoble, the Learned and He that knows no 

Letters, the Rich and Poor, equally cultivate by the Heirs - 
of their Names, their Brains, or their Eſtates? and conclude, 


That theſe Deſires and theſe Auer ſions were implanted by 


the God of Nature (who is Viſdom and Goodneſs) the one 
all in vain and to no purpoſe; or the other only to make | 
the Lord of this lower World the meft wretched part ofghe 

Creation; whilſt the reſt, the Inferiors, all are Happy in 
their kind, but He without the Felicity that is proportio- 


Since Sentiments of this kind are unworthy a Supreme 
Being (for Viſdom and Goodneſs are the Attributes of a God, 
if we own any at all,) What an indelible reproach is it up- 
on any illuminated Chriſtian in this Point to fall ſnort of the 
Heathen's Diſcoveries? One amongſt whom (though guid- 
ed only by the weaker Gleams of his private Spirit, That 
Candle of the Lord, as tis appoſitely ſtyled in Holy Writ, 
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= lation, like the San, ſhining in its ſtrength, darts its glories 
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E plealing, ſodelightfal an Error; as if He had concluded 


4 bp * * 
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ous Rays univerſally thro? an Hemiſphere) we find, frank- 
ly confeſſing, That the Life we now lead in the Body, 
** where the Soul is, as it were, but a Priſaner, ſpending its 
* Days in little elſe but Diſquietude, Diſappointment and 
4 Miſery, doth hardly deſerve the Name of Life, when ba- 
* lanced with that we promiſe our ſelves from the Celeſtial 
* Origine, and Immortal Nature: So Tally in his admira- 


ble Treatiſe of Old Age; And a little below puts the Queſti- 


on home to his Friend, and more at large to our purpoſe 


in the following manner: “ Can you think (ſays this bright 


** Orator and Philoſopher) that I my ſelf for theſe many Years 
* paſt would have ſuſtaimd ſuch Farignes and Embarraſs- 
e ments,” as I have done, by Night and by Day, abroad as 


* well as at home, in Time of Peace and in Time of W, ar, 


* if had thought that my Glories were tobe meaſured with 
& this mort Muſbroom Life : — No, tho? I can't account 
te for't, I profeſs, methinks my Mind has always had ſuch 
te ſteady and ſtrong Preſages of a future State, as if *twere 


L affured, that when my Soul ſhould take its leave of the 


** Body, twould then begin at length to Live in earneſt : 
© And believe me, faith He, were it not for ſuch Impul- 


_** ſes and Perceptions as theſe, That the Soul can Live and 


te reliſh Her Being in another State, we had wanted the 
** Pattiots/and chief Ornaments of the Common- wealth, 
** who have been excited to the moſt glorious Perfor- 
£ mances by ſome ſuch like Reflections as theſe ; Tis the 


very Language of St. Paul, the Dialect of the Inſpired : | 


Me are troubled on every fide, by Perils iu the City, by Perils 
in the Wilderneſs, by Perilt in the Sea; perplexed, by Journeys 
oft, in the Night and inthe Day; perſecuted, by falſe brethren, 


caſt down, by wearineſs and painfulneſs, by hunger and thirſt, 


by watching and fafting, by cold and nakedzeſs: So that, if 
in this Life only we had Hope, we were af all Men the moſt 
miſerable © But this Light _Aflition, which is but for a Mo- 
erent, worketh' for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory : while we look not at the things which are ſeen, but 


at the things which are not ſeen, ſaith the Apoſtle. © And 


CL 2% 


if in this J err, ſaith this Great Diſciple of Nature, in 


Believing the Souls of Men to be immortal, willingly err; 


** nor will Lever ſaffer my ſelf to be undeceiv'd, it is ſo 
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+ B with the Spirit of Revelation, For the things which ars ſeen are | 
by temporal, but the things which are not ſeen muſt be Eternal. 
| And as I have hinted, that the Mind of Man is conſcious to 


. itſelf of a Future State, ſo is it alſo of Rewards and Paniſhments 
3 || conſequent upon its Behaviour in this: I have not Time to 


roduce at large the Notions which are generally entertain'd a- 
out the Nature of Vertue and Vice; That the Beauty ot the 


Ji one, and Deformity of the other cannot receive according to their 
— Demerits here from Judges who are leſ than Omniſcient, and 
— who ſometimes (contrary to their Deſignation) are Encoura- 
2 


2 gers of Evil Doers, whilſt they ſhould rather be a Terror to them 
it that do ill; therefore there muſt be an higher Appeal a fairer 
| Tian: 101 | 
Nor ſhall I urge to you at preſent all that may be ſaid on 
Fears which haunt bad Man after the Commiſſion of wicked 
Deeds; or the Expectations of a Happineſs to come, which bxoy 
up the Spirits of better Men under the diſcouraged Practice of 
Good ones, and which can no more be eradicated by Cuſtom or 
Education (maugre all At heiſtical Exceptions to the contrary) 
than they could be fix'd in the Soul by Iuſtitution at firſt: But 
I ſhall ſuggeſt to your Memories in ſhort the Neceſſity of a juſt 
Retribution for the Vindication of Divine Providence; the Sum 
of which is this, If all things here below, are not only ancer- 
zain, but anequal; If a Man cannot judge of Love or Hatred by 
all that is before him ; Nay, If all things do not only come alike 
to all in ſome places, and at ſome times; but at other times, 
and in other places; there is a worſe Event to the Righteons 
than to the Withed; to him that ſacrificeth, than to him that ſa- 
erificeth not; to the ſinner who ſwears prophanely, than to him 
that feareth an Oath : Twere better far, ſay ſome, to deny a 
Supreme Provident Being wholly, than to load him with ſuch 
Detects, to charge him with Irregularities ſo contrary to Di- 
vine Juſtice, The Concluſion of the whole matter then is this z 
Aſfuredly, my Chriſtian Brethren, The Hour is coming, when 
verily there ſhall be 4 reward for the righteous : Doubtleis there 
i 4 Cod that will judge the World, according to its works, when 
| the Sea ſhall give up the dead which are in it, and Death and Hell 
ſhall deliver up the dead which are in them. 
Nad l ſam agreat white Throne, and him that ſat on it, from 
whoſe face the Earth and the Heaven fled away, and there 
was found no place for them. | 


And 1 ſam the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before Cal, &cc. 


erer rr 


_” 


s in the Context. 15 
And the Sea gave up the dead which were in it — and they 
were judged every man according to their works.” - 
III. From a Scripearal Deſcription of which Gream Aſſize, 
pon the Sea ag well as the Land, to which I am now haſten- 
B77: 55 ing 
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_ Ing according to my preſcribed Aet bod, that I may conclude 
all with a ſuitable Application : Could I now raiſe up but one 
poor Soul preſent to a due Preparation for it, I ſhould have rea- 
fon. to rejozce everlaſtingly that I ſtood here this Day your AAo. 
nitor, whillt the 2 of 4 Sinner ſhall make ſo great a Part, 
as we are told, in the raviſhing Songs of Eternity, 
Baut to attempt ſomething of this nature, which may ele- 
vate your Conceptions, and influence your Pratice; rf 
We are to ſuppoſe, before this great and terrible day of the Lord 
came, That the World which now ſupports us, groaning long 
under the Burthen of its Inhabitants, ſhall be then more ſen- 
fible of their weighty Iniquiries and an aveng ing Arm, when the 
mighty wonders ſhall be diſplayed both in Heaven and Earth, 
- which the Prophets under the Old is well as New Covenant have 
repteſented to us, as impending Intimations of its approaching 
' Diſſolution: Such are, Blood and Fire, and Pillars of Smoke : Signs 
Sm the Fun, and in the Moon, and in the Start: and here below 
diſtreſs of Nations with perplexity, the Sea and the Waves roaring : 
Whether theſe Prodigies ſhall be continued for fifteen Days to- 
_ gether before the Great Tribunal be erected, as the Rabbinical 
Doctors tell us, that Mortals may be continually /ookivg after, 
yet without a poſlibility of providing againſt, thoſe things which 
are coming upon the Earth; or whether God will deal with the | 
Univerſe then as He threatens to do with 14/tical Babylon, That 
its Plaguas ſhall come in ane day; or unexpectedly in 4 Night, 
as Belteſhazzar's Sentence came; whether it ſhall be made de- 
folate in ons hour; or its laſt change ſhall be in 4 moment, in the 


4 
ti ing of an Eye; Certain it is that Mens hearts [ball then be | 
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failing them for fear, when they ſhall ſee the Sun eclipled in Dark- 
»e{s; and the Moon to withdraw her Shine from them; when 
. the Stars ſhall be ſhaken from the Center of their Motion, and 
the Elements melt with fervent Heat: When this Terraqueous |} | 
4 Globe ſhall be ſhatter d with continual | Earthquakes, and the 
1 Sea raging into an univerſal Deluge; When Lightning, and | 
i Thmunders, and Voices, hideous and unuſual, ſhall purſue and 
ii haunt Men in their ſecureſt Shelters, and yet no Place ſhall be 7 
| '  fownda Retreat from Terrors, but where they ſhall meet with 
Ne ones: When the whole Frame of Nature, like a Funeral 
Ot State, thus veild with Mourning and ſet off with Spectacles 
fi of Tragedy and Horror, ſhall be awaiting the Frowns of its in- 
ng cens d Creator, tis communicated to us, that there ſhall appear 
of the Sign of the Jon of Man, by which a Current of Interpreters 
1 ancient as well as modern; underſtand the Sign of hm % glo- 
0 ' - riouſly:to-bediſplayed, as they conceive, for the Comfort of 
it all true Believers, no lefs than the Confuſion of Infidelt and Aa- 
I} gofates, who ſhall then mourn with all the Tribes of the Earth, 
chat be brew Enemigs to that Croſ, when they ſhall ſee my 


, r ** 
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- 
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Standard, as heretofore upon its firſt Erection, all the Nations 
of the Earth preſently flow d in unto it, all the Ends of the World 
remembred themſelves and turn d unto the Lord; So now ſhall all 
the Heavenly Powers, Angels and Archangels, Cherubin and Sera- 

in, Dominions and Thrones and Principalities, triumph in it; 


all the ſplendid Orders of Happy Spirits, who-ſhall be ſurround- 


ing the Fudge and miniſtring to Him in the Reſurrection of the 


Dead; for it's faid that the Angels with the ſound of a Trumpet 
ſhall gather his Elect from the four Winds, and in general, that 


the Trumpet ſhall found, and the Dead ſhall be raiſed. By which 


Scriptures we have ſuggeſted to us, That 2s-our Lord is in his 
Progreſs to this lower World, the Archangel in the Front ot the 
_ Heavenly Hoſt, ſhall ſhout before him with an awful Voice, 


ſaying aloud Awake ye Dead, and riſe to Judgment! at the found 


of which Trump, the cloſeſt Repoſitories of Nature ſhall throw 


off their Coverings, and enlarge their dark Inhabitants; the 
Earth, the Sea, the Air, as tis intimated to us in teveral places 


of the Holy Records, in Conjunction with my Text, and even 


Death and Hell ſhall deliver up their dead. 


Thus, as our Lord is fitting upon His Throne; arrayed in his 


own and in his Father's Glory, His Head and his Hair being 
white as Snom, according to St. Johns Deſcription of him in 
the midſt of the Golden Candleſticks, His Eyes like a flaming 
Fire, his Voice as the ſound of many waters, and his Countenance 


like the Sun ſhining in its ſtrength: The Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 


firſt, i. e. The Glorious Company of the Apoſtles, the goodly Fellow 
ſhip of the Prophets, the Noble Army of Martyrs, and Holy Souls be- 


' Jonging to the Church of Chriſt throughout all the World ſhall firſt 


appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, as I hinted at the be- 
ginning of this Diſcourſe, in their proper Bodies: not in ſuch as 
they put off at their departure, uncomely, feeble, or difeaſed ; 


branded perhaps with marks of Infamy, or mangled by the 


Tyranny of Perſecution: No, for the fame Apoſtle tells us, they 


are ſown natural Bodies in diſhonour and corruption, they are 


raiſed up Spiritual ones in Power and Glory and Immortality, 
Theſe ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, 
when acquitted for Eternal Lite; as the wicked ſhall be doom d 
to everlaſting ſhame and contempt, if they cannot ſtand the De- 
cretory Trial then to paſs upon the Great as well as the Small 
the Prince who was in a high Station, as the meanner Man who 
frv'd to ſecure him in it, when the Books ſhall be opened, and the 
Dead ſhall be judged according to the things written in the Books, 


not according to Men's fond Inventions, or fruitful Wiſhes 


But Firſt, the Books ſhall then be opened; The Books of natural 


— Cinſcienge, of the Lam, and of the Goſpeſ: For 4s many as have. | 
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fanned without Law, ſpall alſo periſh without Law; and as mam 
A have ſfonned in the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law; i.e, 
thoſe ſhall be abſolved or condemned at this Day of Judgment 
who have broken or kept the Revealed Commands ( whether 
the Retelatios has been external or internal) that relate to their 
Maker, their Fellow- Creatures, or themſelves 
Io inſtance in no more at this time, than the Precepts 
Which relate to Vertu and Piety, Fuſtice and Charity, Tempe- 
ance and Chaſtity. ; een 
- It any Man thro' the Courle of his Life, after a ſolemn Ad- 
milkon into the Church of Chriſt by Baptiſm, has wirtingly 
and preſumptuoully diſclaĩmed the Sein of a God, that he 
might be complaiſant to his Company, or thereby get the repu- 
tation of a Wit; (tho he muſt be deem d a worſe Fool than 
Davids who now a- days utters with his Lips, or doth but ſay 
3» lus Heart, that there it no G; ) © r 
Ik any one acknowledging that there is a God, yet has not 
fer/d him and worſhipped him as he ought to have done; but 
has lived as it were withaut him in this World, without any 
Sen{eot his Providence, His Goodneſs or his Juſtice ; has qzench- 
ed bis Spirit, by an obſtinate reſiſtance of its good motions ; de- 
A pied his Propheſyings by not hearkning to the voice of his Wordt; 
5 reſected his Meſſengers, for the Words ſake; Profaned his Name 
oy 85 8 Oaths ; e 4 = 1 
5 - doing his own Deeds thereupon z or % Temples, by 
8 an unſanctifyd uſe of them; Ss Ae 
It any have not walked in the Counſel of ſuch ungodiy Men as 
theſe, yet have flood in the way of other Sinners, by a diſobedient 
behaviour to the Commands of their lawful Superiors ; by di- 
ſturbing the Peace of their Equals with malicious or revengeful 
Demeanour; by inſulting their Inferiours, tabing Bribes againſt 
he Innocent, oppreſſing the Hireling of bis Wages, or defrauding 
the Poor of their Right by any means whatever. 
If any, Laſtly, have ſat in the ſeat of the ſcornful, and made 
Peccadillo's of the moſt heinous Crimes againſt Nature, and God 
_ the Authour of it; Have frequently drowned their Faculties 
by an Abuſe of God's Creatures, which in a ſober Uſe of them, 
would have rendered them more ſerviceable to their Country 
and Dependants. EE 1 to 7 
It any have been like fed Horſes, Neighing after their Neighbours 
_ Wives, their Daughters, Maid-ſervants, or Srangers within their 
Gates, and have actually committed abomination with them: 
Such Miſcreants the very 'Heathens would have placed on the 
left Hand, as our great Law-Giver, without Repentance, aſſigns 
them 2 Portion with the damn d; Depart from me Ye Curſed, 
faith He, into the Manſions prepared for the Devil and his Angels; 


whether amidſt the Regions of Darkpe/s, there ſhall be w—_ 
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and wiilng ; if among the better Waters, there ſhall be gnaſch. 
ing of Teeth inexpreſſible and inſupportable; if thrown into the 


Lakes of Fire and Brimſtone, that Fire ſhall never be quenchd; 
it conſiꝑn'd to the Worm, that Worm ſhall never Die; but they - 


ſhall ſuffer all the Torments of Body and Anguiſh of Mind, 


which the Malice of their old Guilty Aſſociates, the Cruelty ot 


their New Hideous Friends, or the bared Arm of a Revenging 
God can juſtly inflict: | | 


Hearken here all-ye deſpiſers, and wonder and Per iſh: it ye 


think ye can face this Tribunal with your wonted Aſſurance; 


Behold yon glorious Preſence without Aſtoniſhment: Look 
' boldly on Him whom ye have pierced and crucified to Nor ſelves, 
That King of Glory, that Lord of Life, putting him 


im in your 
daily Converſations to an open Shame ; Then walk on ye young 
Men in the ways of your Hearts, and in the fight of your Eyes: Rejoyce 
ow in your ancienter Days ye declining Sinners, and let your 


Hearts chear you till the Evil Day ſurprizes you, which I am 
now repreſenting to you, and wherein, you may believe me 


J- ſay you have no pleaſure in it: „„ „„ 
For behold on the other ſide, what Crowns of Immortality, 
| What gracious Rewards are laid up for all thoſe righteous Per- 
ſons who have loved and look d for this glorious Appearance - 


I any have dared to own God and Fertse in ſuch Stations, 


- Where it has been thought courtly to be an Inßdel as to the 
- 'Behiet of 4 Lord of Hoſts; and to attack Invifible Legions at 
home has been deem'd Gallant and. Heroical, whilſt their 
Country has wanted the Service of ſuch Chriſtians abroad a- 
gainſt the Viſible Armies of the Defier of our 1ſrael : 


It any have protected and ſupported the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt in a profligate Age, when Men of leſs intrinſick Worth have 
been fond ot deſpiſing them for the ſake of Him that ſent them; 


It any have Sacrificed their apparent Intereſt tor the Cauſe ot 
true Religion in the moſt Critical or difficult Junctures, and 
been great Examples in Practice, the beſt Evidence of Sinceri- 


* 


ty therein; | # 6A 0 
If any have been remarkable for diſtributive Juſtice, giving 


to all men their duet, the juſt recompence of their Demerits, 
advancing none in their Eſteem by Partiality, or poſtponing 


them by Prejudice; 


It they have been charitable upon proper Occaſions to the 
poor Members of Chriſt, according to their Ability, eſpecially _ 
to thoſe of the Howſhold of Faith: 8 . 
If they have raiſed the Dignity of the Married State to an un- 


common Degree; and in diſſolute Times become Proverbial 


tor Tenderneſs and Chaſtity towards the ſworn Partners of 


their Joys and Sorrows : 


If they have diſcharg'd the Duties of their reſpeRive Rela. 
tions with Fidelity and Conſtancy: 6 ic 
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If they have acquitted themſelves with Hono 
which Conſcience beſtows on the reſpective Characters of a goed 
Prince, a dutiſul Subject, an affectionate Husband, an Indulgent 
Father, a Faithfal Friend, or a Gracious Maſter: — © 
Theſe, and ſuch like.ſhall be placed on the right Hand, and ac- 


coſted with a Come ye Bleſſed of my Father inherit the Kingdom 


epared for you; Come my Elett from the Foundation of the 
World, will their Saviour then ſay, 14» Father has thought fit to 
give you 4 Kingdom: and tho tis beſtow'd on you by his Free- 
- Grace, yet fince ye have approv'd your ſelves not unfit for the 
Society of the Bleſſed, by the good Diſpoſitions wrought up in 
your Souls fince your Baniſhment upon Earth, Enter into joy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory, ſuch 2 Eye has not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, nor can the Heart of Man conteive the like 

Thus ſhall eee wiſe, according to ancient Prophecy, 
ſhine forth as the brightneſs of the Firmament: They that have been 
wiſe tor themſelves only, who have reform'd but their own 
Lives according to God's Laws, ſnall be glorious as any Part of 
a ſerene Heaven is: But they that have turn d many to Righteouſneſs, 


who have been the happy Inſtruments of reforming others by 


their Great Examples, ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd as the Stars are by 
their Sparkling Luſtre from the reſt of the Firmament, to all 
Eternity. For, as one ſtar differs from another ſtar in Glory, fo 


' . alſo ſhallbe the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


Having thus accounted tor the awful Proceedings of that 
Great Aſſwe, where the Soveraign is not to be awd by Intereſt, 


nor byas d by Pretences: *T will not be expected, (when I have - 


uſed your Patience much longer than the Seaton permits, tho 
far ſhort of the what Particulars call for) that I now run a Pa- 
negyrick upon the deceaſed Prince, ro whoſe Memory the Nati- 
on is now paying a greatful Tribute of Condoleance, and who 
no more wants Ezcommns when Dead, than he was wont to 
be delighted with them when living. | | 
We have nothing more left then, than to run over the Quali- 
fications I have mention'd for Heaven : We ſhall readily con- 
clude from a tranſient View of them, what Station He holds 
in the Kingdom of Happineſs; few Rivals to whom in ſome 
ſpecial Inſtances of Gooareſs (the only true and valuable Great- 
- neſs) either ancient or later Annals will produce, except in the 


aſtoniſhing Lite and Actions of his moſt Glorious QuEEN: 


Let us then imitate him that is gone before; and Let us 
Pity and Pray tor Her who's left diſconſolate behind. 1 
l et us imitare him in whatever Particulars he truly imitated 
His and our Great Maſter, whether in Humility, Quietneſs, Love, 
Peace, Gentleneſs, Temperance, or any other deſirabie Graces : 80 
ſhall we beſt Honour Him, and boaſt of his Faviour; for alas, 


„that Honeur 


\ ce Heroes, let us preſs forward toward the Prize of the 
High-Calling in Chriſt Jeſus that is before us, by a conſtant”. 


* Tube Sea-Aſſize. 
Let therefore neither the Splendor of any thing that is e- 
ſteem d Great, nor the Conceit of any thing that is thought 
good in us, withdraw our Eyes from looking upon our ſelves 
nul duſt and aſhes: but according to the Pattern of all true 


Perſeverance in a Religious Courſe to that End. 


In the Interim, All Loyal and Devout Souls here preſent will | 


permit me at this Time to excite them to unuſual Heights of 
Commiſeration and Piety: To Commiſeration, on the Account of 
our Aflicted Soveraign ; To Picty, on our own Accounts as well 
is Hers. Jo 8 N 

= Yell ſuffer me to excite in you a deep Senſe of Commiſeration ; 
(For alas! thoſe Heads which wear the Crows are oftner Objects 
of Compaſſion than thoſe who feel not the Weight of that Glir- 


tering Toy!) Nor are we of this Houſe to be poſtponed in the 


Sympathizing Part by any of our Fellow- Subjects, of whom Her 
MAI ES v is very ſenſible in general that they hayc on this 


J occalion ſhew d a ver) Tender Concern for Her Afﬀlition + e 
And indeed who can do otherwiſe, ſhould we reflect on her 


Loſs with reſpect only to the Comforts of a Conjugal State? 

Should we confider, How pleaſant the Queen and Prince have 
been in their Lives tor five and twenty Years paſt ; That His Love 
to His Royal Conſort was very wonderful, as was Hers alſo to- 
wards His Royal Highneſs, ſurpaſſing the Love of Women: That 
now by Death they are divided, lince he's fallen like other Men, 
but lamented abroad and at home, as one of the beſt of Princes: 
We may clearly perceive there's no Sorrow like Her Sorrow, in an 


Age when the ſingle Violation of Chaſtity is cha lleng d as a Natu- 
ral Right, and Matrimonial Perjury reconciled to Chriſtian Libertj : 


Weep therefore ye Daughters of our 1/rael for Her, who has hi- 
therto cloat hed you in Scarlet, with other delights, while She Her ſelf 


is putting on the Garment of Heavineſs for the Spirit of Praiſe : 


— 


Weeptor Her, who hath put on Ornaments of Gold on your Apparel, 
Whilſt, under God ſhe Hãth preferved Peace in our Borders, tho 


for Peace ſhe has Her ſelf at preſent the Portion of Bitterneſs. - 
Weep, and make deep Lament ation, and Mourning for Her, Let 


Heaven be taken by the Violence of your Tears and Prayers, the 
Feſt Artillery ot a Chriſtian, That in this ruffling and tempeſtuous 


Seaſon ſhe may not be ſwallowed up withover much Sorrow; or elſe 

Yell one Day weep for your ſelves and for your Children, when 
the Breath of our Noſtrils, the anointed of the Lord, for our Incogi- 
tance or Inſenſibility ſhall be accounted as one of them that go down 


into the Pit; cauſe the Righteons periſheth and no man layeth it to 
Heart: The merciful Alan is taken away, no one conſidering, that, 


he righteons is taken away [rom the Evil to come; 


entary, whereas the things He recommends to us by his ſhining 
Example, are far more, an eternal and anexteeding weight of Glory. 
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= 2 God, chat ſhe may be. able fo itt and in this evil ach, 
; * and. having done all 8 N 3 
8 Let us pray to to God, t that . Mr ul girt Aber mals 
| 7 - Protect ing the, Golpels as ſhe. 5 in $64 Kingdoms ak 
dime, and propagating -her Dominions and Countries a- 
Ry * |. beyond the 2 — of all. LON: Princes; and 
8 | "Harone « an the Breaſt-plate of Righteonſseſs : being an illulttz⸗ 
* 4 Mor of Vertue for thoſe about Her to Copy alter: 
A 5 8 er zs pray, That, her Kret mani fhod ſo, as to run and 0b. 
— ben. very Jars hrſt, arincoruptible Crown, as ſhe now wears 
of 8 A rranfient and corraptible- one; 
- Aboveall taking the ſbield of Faith Let us praytl t Her Belief 
- atthis Time my be powerful in that God,. who, ha ome, 
He'll yot tempt her. above what able, but will with:the f 
- a way to eſcape that ſhe» may be able to bear i itz. 
mw Leet us pray likewiſe that . tabe the Helmet of Jau. 
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